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Mr. Ellis (2015 / 2016)


Way, way back in 1972, when dinosaurs still roamed the earth, ;-) I graduated from High School in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  There I surfed, sailed, fished, worked at a motel, played tennis and handball, and flew remote controlled planes with my brother, among other things. Through high school and college I worked at The Golf Ranch Motel, eventually rising from assistant maintenance man to front desk clerk. I was awarded the varsity tennis team’s most outstanding player award my senior year and remember that my coach and geometry teacher, Mr. Marshall, insisted that I cut my hair shorter to stay on the team. Some things have changed a lot.


The number three son of a naval officer and F-4 test pilot, my family moved quite a lot to places like Washington, D.C., Livorno, Italy, California, Texas and Key West, however, Virginia Beach was where I primarily grew up.  It was very similar to Miami Beach, where I have lived for about twenty years.  In 1991 I sailed my thirty-seven foot Erikson sailboat from Long Beach, California to Ft. Lauderdale, FL. A fantastic four month long voyage through The Panama Canal, but that’s another story! I love the beach and ocean where I can enjoy beachcombing with my wife and daughter, swimming, sailing, fishing, scuba diving and the many fun activities South Florida has to offer. I coached The MAST Academy sailing team on Key Biscayne for almost ten years and now enjoy sailing, fishing and diving with friends and family on our thirty-two foot catamaran, “Vinden,” discovering new spots on beautiful Biscayne Bay, the massive Atlantic Ocean and through the Florida Keys. Three summers ago my wife and I sailed to pristine Fort Jefferson National Park in The Dry Tortugas, about 70 miles west of Key West. It is a truly beautiful place, full of rich history. Fewer people have visited The Dry Tortugas, because one cannot drive there. One must take a ferry, boat or float plane.

My interest in computers and business has been keen since Bill Gates was working on his first computer operating system. After graduating from First Colonial High School, I went to college in Blacksburg, Virginia at Virginia Tech and graduated in 1976 with a B.S. in Business Management. My first introduction to computers was taking a FORTRAN programming class where students put punch cards into a hopper to be read by a mainframe computer the university used. We’ve come a long way! After graduating I worked in Chicago where I earned an M.B.A. degree from Lewis University in 1986. I was a district sales manager for Canon, U.S.A. in their electronic business machines department when they introduced their first PC - The AS-200.  Since then I have worked hard to keep up with technology.  Participating in the many Miami Dade County Public Schools professional development opportunities helps increase my ability to teach business technology to my students. Some classes I have completed are the Cisco Systems, Inc. networking classes CCNA Discovery I: Working at a Small-to-Medium Business or ISP, Networking for Home and Small Business, I.T. Essentials - PC Hardware and Software, the Intel class “Teach To The Future”  and more. Most recently, May 2015, I took the C.I.W. Internet Business Associate Certification course and passed the certification exam. This is the curriculum that all Introduction to Information Technology students learn.


Since moving to Florida, I have taken additional classes at several of the local schools such as The University of Miami, Miami Dade College, St. Thomas University, and Florida International University, just to name a few.  I further increased my knowledge of education earning my Education Specialist degree at N.O.V.A. University in 2005. There are always new things to learn as companies such as Adobe, Apple, Dell, Google, H.P., Intel, Microsoft and many more companies develop more modern computer applications and hardware devices! Continuing education and professional development are aspects of my job that I embrace to keep up with the latest technologies and teaching strategies. In May of 2011, I passed the CompTia A+ networking certification and in 2012, passed the exam for my C.I.W. Network Technology Associate certification (Certified Internet Web Professional.)  I also have passed the certification exams for the Microsoft Office Specialist - Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Outlook, as well as the Adobe certifications for Flash and Dreamweaver. These are some of the many certifications we prepare students to achieve, which not only gives them many benefits like beefing up their resume and college credit, but certifications also help to improve our annual Miami Beach High School grade. Each year my students break records earning more certifications!


I enjoy teaching students about networking and computers, because it helps students prepare for a successful future and keeps me informed of the latest technologies in the world.  Thanks to generous PTSA Boat Show Grants we were able to buy equipment for the classroom, VEX robotics and Redcat Racing equipment to use in the Robotics Club, which I sponsor.  As a teacher in The Academy of Information Technology, under The Department of Career and Technical Education, I truly believe that all students today need to learn everything they can about computers and technology to succeed in their future, no matter what career or college major they ultimately choose. Just look around and one can see that Technology is the fastest growing career area. Students teach me new things about their digital world constantly. It is rapidly becoming a very high tech, very competitive, and GLOBAL economy that we all share. 

Much inspiration and support comes from my wonderful wife and jewel of a daughter. I am truly blessed to have them in my life. My daughter is a senior at USC this year. She is full of energy, enthusiasm, and is always asking questions - just like my favorite students!
Make it a Great Year! ☺
